
Table VIII.7.—Income of aged units below the poverty line1 and 125 percent of the poverty line for one or two persons by age, sex, marital status,
Social Security beneficiary status, living arrangements, race, and Hispanic origin: Percent of aged units 55 or older, 1998

Unit poverty status

All units Married couples

Nonmarried persons

Total Men Women

55-61 62-64
65 or
older 55-61 62-64

65 or
older 55-61 62-64

65 or
older 55-61 62-64

65 or
older 55-61 62-64

65 or
older

All units

    Number (in thousands) ............... 11,801 3,997 24,644 6,758 2,179 10,158 5,043 1,818 14,487 1,928 635 3,622 3,115 1,184 10,864
Percent—
  Below poverty line ........................ 15.0 16.2 17.0 5.3 6.5 5.2 27.8 27.8 25.2 24.7 21.9 19.7 29.8 30.9 27.1
  Below 125% of poverty line .......... 18.5 22.4 25.6 6.7 9.4 8.7 34.2 38.0 37.6 30.6 31.9 31.3 36.5 41.3 39.7

Beneficiary units 2

    Number (in thousands) ............... 1,478 2,141 22,257 731 1,133 9,248 748 1,008 13,009 270 339 3,152 478 669 9,857
Percent—
  Below poverty line ........................ 26.1 15.4 13.9 12.2 5.9 3.0 39.6 26.0 21.7 40.5 21.3 15.9 39.2 28.3 23.5
  Below 125% of poverty line .......... 37.1 24.6 23.1 16.9 9.7 6.6 56.9 41.4 34.9 60.4 39.0 28.2 54.9 42.7 37.1

Nonbeneficiary units

    Number (in thousands) ............... 10,323 1,856 2,388 6,027 1,046 910 4,296 810 1,478 1,658 296 471 2,637 514 1,007
Percent—
  Below poverty line ........................ 13.4 17.1 45.6 4.5 7.1 27.5 25.8 30.1 56.8 22.1 22.7 45.3 28.1 34.3 62.1
  Below 125% of poverty line .......... 15.8 19.8 49.1 5.5 9.0 30.1 30.3 33.7 60.8 25.7 23.7 51.5 33.2 39.4 65.1

Live with other family members

    Number (in thousands) ............... 4,531 1,177 5,601 2,625 591 1,679 1,906 586 3,923 642 185 946 1,263 401 2,977
Percent—
  Below poverty line ........................ 17.4 22.5 29.2 5.5 11.1 7.6 33.9 34.1 38.4 28.8 20.6 29.4 36.4 40.3 41.3
  Below 125% of poverty line .......... 21.2 31.9 39.5 7.4 16.1 12.6 40.2 47.8 51.1 35.7 35.3 43.9 42.5 53.6 53.3

Live with no family members

    Number (in thousands) ............... 7,270 2,820 19,043 4,132 1,588 8,479 3,138 1,233 10,564 1,286 450 2,676 1,852 783 7,888
Percent—
  Below poverty line ........................ 13.4 13.5 13.4 5.2 4.8 4.8 24.2 24.8 20.4 22.6 22.5 16.3 25.3 26.1 21.7
  Below 125% of poverty line .......... 16.8 18.4 21.6 6.3 6.8 7.9 30.6 33.3 32.5 28.0 30.5 26.8 32.4 35.0 34.5

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table VIII.7.—Income of aged units below the poverty line1 and 125 percent of the poverty line for one or two persons by age, sex, marital status,
Social Security beneficiary status, living arrangements, race, and Hispanic origin: Percent of aged units 55 or older, 1998—Continued

Unit poverty status

All units Married couples

Nonmarried persons

Total Men Women

55-61 62-64
65 or
older 55-61 62-64

65 or
older 55-61 62-64

65 or
older 55-61 62-64

65 or
older 55-61 62-64

65 or
older

White

    Number (in thousands) ............... 9,929 3,374 21,610 5,984 1,977 9,288 3,945 1,397 12,322 1,541 484 2,995 2,404 912 9,326
Percent—
  Below poverty line ........................ 12.7 12.9 13.9 5.0 5.1 4.5 24.3 23.8 21.1 19.4 19.7 14.9 27.3 26.0 23.1
  Below 125% of poverty line .......... 16.0 18.1 21.9 6.2 7.6 7.5 30.7 33.0 32.8 25.0 27.5 25.8 34.3 35.8 35.0

Black

    Number (in thousands) ............... 1,379 490 2,332 436 142 569 944 348 1,763 332 118 513 612 231 1,250
Percent—
  Below poverty line ........................ 30.5 33.0 40.7 6.1 18.1 12.7 41.8 39.1 49.8 49.0 25.6 40.2 37.9 45.9 53.8
  Below 125% of poverty line .......... 36.1 44.8 55.4 9.0 23.4 22.6 48.6 53.6 66.0 56.6 46.2 55.4 44.3 57.3 70.4

Hispanic origin 3

    Number (in thousands) ............... 933 281 1,359 417 134 507 517 147 852 192 49 248 325 98 603
Percent—
  Below poverty line ........................ 30.4 31.1 39.0 11.6 11.6 16.0 45.5 48.9 52.7 29.6         (4) 32.1 55.0 56.8 61.1
  Below 125% of poverty line .......... 36.5 39.1 53.3 18.5 15.4 27.3 51.0 60.7 68.9 37.1         (4) 52.1 59.3 63.3 75.8

1  The money income of aged married couples and nonmarried persons is compared with
the official poverty line for aged couples or nonmarried persons living alone, whether or
not, in fact, they do so.  In 1998, the poverty line was $9,862 for a two-person unit aged 65
or older, $7,818 for one person aged 65 or older, and $10,972 and $8,480 for two- and
one-person units, respectively, under 65.

2  Social Security beneficiaries may be receiving retired-worker benefits, dependents’ or
survivors’ benefits, disability benefits, transitionally insured, or special age-72 benefits.
3  Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
4  Fewer than 75,000 weighted cases.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                        Income of the Population 55 or Older, 1998                                                                                                    138


